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      Minutes of May 6, 2009 Meeting 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 in Room 119A by Chairman McDonald. 

 

Present were Chairman McDonald, Commissioners Kemp, Raleigh, Monroe, Russell, Schoudel, Seely, 

Sparkman, plus Ex-Officio Member Price (Harbormaster).  Commissioners Jewett and Strauss were 

absent. 

 

The minutes of the April 1, 2009 Meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Chairman McDonald reported on activities on behalf of the Commission since the last meeting: 

 

- notice of the temporary removal of the Noroton Presbyterian Church’s 137’ steeple will be filed 

with the Coast Guard for publication in the “Local Notice to Mariners.”  The steeple is noted as 

“spire” on maritime charts, and is used as a landmark for mariners returning to the Noroton 

Harbor.  Once this is done, Commissioner Kemp will see that the notice is relayed to the Darien 

Boat Club, the Noroton Yacht Club and the Darien Sail & Power Squadron. 

 

-  Seven of the Commissioners participated in this past weekend’s Optimist Team Trials, an event 

that attracted over 200 nationally ranked sailors, 15 and under.  The event was conducted 

smoothly and without incident due to the close coordination and planning and emphasis on safety. 

 

- The Town of Greenwich is progressing on initial activities of harbor management that is 

structured in many ways similar to Darien’s. 

 

 

Harbor Master’s Report 

The Harbor Master reported that responses to the annual renewal permits has been very poor.  

Approximately 280 mooring permits were sent out for renewal, yet only 200 have been returned, leaving 

80 applications un-renewed at this point. 

 



 

Shellfish Report 

Commissioner Raleigh noted that the Department of Aquaculture is preparing to post the areas in Scotts 

Cove where shellfishing is now prohibited. 

 

A copy of the notice from David Knauf, Director of Health was circulated for review (March 24, 2009 

“Important Notice to Shellfish Permit Holders”).  This notice is attached to these minutes. 

 

The Commission discussed the status of the Darien Boat Club’s plans to hook up to the Town’s sewer 

line and retire the use of their septic field.  Commissioner Russell will make inquires of the Boat Club 

concerning this matter. 

 

General Agenda Topics 

A motion to amend the Agenda to permit discussion and vote on the approval of the change of Town 

Ordinances relating to Boats Harbors and Waters was made by Commissioner Kemp, seconded by 

Commissioner Raleigh and passed unanimously. 

 

These changes to the ordinances had been proposed and submitted for approval in previous meetings.  

This action was requested on Monday of this week by the Board of Selectmen so as to bring the requested 

action to a current status. 

 

Commissioner Raleigh made a motion that the Commission be on record as approving the ordinance 

changes as discussed. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Monroe, discussed and passed 

unanimously.  A copy of these ordinances is attached to these minutes. 

 

A motion to amend the Agenda to permit discussion and vote on the Charter of the Commission was 

made by Commissioner Kemp, seconded by Commissioner Raleigh and passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Raleigh made a motion that the following two phrases ( as detailed below and in the 

attached documents) shall be applied to the 1992 “Resolution Establishing an Advisory Commission on 

Coastal Waters.”  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Monroe, discussed and passed 

unanimously.  A copy of the two revised sections is enclosed below, and in the attached documents. 

 

Change #1 – re the composition of the Commission: 

“Be it resolved that the Advisory Commission on Coastal Waters shall consist of eleven members to be 

appointed by the Board of Selectmen for one year terms with the following representations: 

 Nine At Large Members -  General Public 

 Darien Harbor   - Noroton Yacht Club 

 Darien Boat Club  - Darien Boat Club 

And with the following to be ex-officio members: 

The Harbor Master, the Deputy Harbor Master, a representative of the Darien Police Department, and a 

representative of the Park & Recreation Commission.” 

 

Change #2 – re the charge of the Commission: 

2009 Proposed modification of article #2 of the 1992 Resolution: “Advise the Board of Selectmen 

concerning protection and use of Darien’s coastal waters: and Shell fishing until such time as a Shellfish 

commission is formed.” 

 

 

 

 



Other business 

Commissioner Kemp noted that the Darien Sail & Power Squadron is now conducting their second Safe 

Boating Course in 2009, and that there are over 50 students enrolled in the course, which is being 

presented at the Noroton Yacht Club.  The number of students in this class, as well as the January class, is 

well over the anticipated size for the class.   

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm. 

 

The next meeting of the Commission is anticipated to be Wednesday June 3, 2009. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Frank B. Kemp 

Clerk 
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